
	

	
It	is	d
their
cover
cover
athle
featu
seen	
those
sexua
	

	
The	c
over	
pictu
skier
How

difficult	to	a
r	male	count
red,	journal
red.	Sports	I
etes	on	its	co
ured	with	th
as	a	great	m
e	who	took	
ally	provoca

controversy
whether	th
ured	on	a	mo
r,	A.	J.	Kitt,	w
ever,	accord

C

argue	with	t
terparts.	In	
lists	must	al
Illustrated,	f
over,	but,	on
he	caption	“A
moment	for	
offense	to	th
ative	pose.”

(htt

y	surroundin
he	picture	is
ountain	in	a
was	featured
ding	to	Nico

www.spo

Covering	F

Danee	Pye
University	

the	claim	tha
addition	to	
lso	consider
for	example
n	February	
America's	B
Vonn,	and	f
he	skier’s	p
	

tp://www.sicover

ng	the	pictu
	or	is	not	se
a	tuck	positi
d	on	a	1992
ole	LaVoi,	an

ortsandmed
	

1	of	3	

Female	A
	

e	&	Scott	R.	
of	Texas	at

at	female	at
considerin
r	how	they	a
e,	is	known	
8th,	2010,	O
Best	Woman
for	female	a
ositioning	i

rs.com/product.a

ure	is	two‐fo
exually	sugg
ion.	As	mult
	Sports	Illus
n	expert	on	

dia.org		

Athletes	

Stroud	
t	Austin	

thletes	rece
g	how	often
are	portray
for	rarely	p
Olympic	ski
n	Skier	Ever
athletes	in	g
in	what	som

aspx?pid=2320)

old.	First,	th
gestive.	On	t
tiple	comme
strated	cove
women	in	s

ive	less	cov
n	female	ath
yed	when	th
portraying	fe
er	Lyndsey	
r.”	Although
general,	ther
me	have	calle

	

here	is	disag
the	cover,	V
entators	no
er	in	a	simila
sports,	the	i

	

verage	than	
hletes	are	
hey	are	
emale	
Vonn	was	
	this	can	be
re	were	also
ed	“a	

greement	
Vonn	is	
ted,	male	
ar	pose.	
mages	of	th

	
o	

he	



	
two	s
and	w
movi
	
Thos
exam
Beca
prom
reinf
Vonn
her	b
	
Thos
or	do
Park
imag
there
Illust
ploy	
athle
As	sp
worl
	
	
Furth
	

skiers	differ
wearing	his	
ing	down	th

se	who	find	
mples	of	the	
use	women
minently	fea
force	traditi
n’s,	they	arg
body,	not	he

se	who	are	n
o	not	find	th
er,	a	sports	
ge,	and	she	e
e	are	those	w
trated	has	a	
to	promote
etes	have	a	r
ports	blogge
d	and	really

her	Inform

Austin	Kn
controve
http://la
sexual‐po
	
Chris	Cha
Cover	Gir
http://sp
Lindsey‐h
	
Mary	Jo	K
2011.	Av
sex‐not‐w
	

r	in	that	Kitt
helmet.	Vo
he	hill.	She	is

the	picture	
journalistic
n	athletes	re
atured	are	m
onal	gender
gue,	may	sell
er	athleticism

not	offended
he	combinat
journalist,	d
even	points	
who	argue	t
predomina

e	reader	inte
right	to	cele
er	Chris	Cha
y,	really	attr

mation:		

noblauch,	“L
rsy.”	Availa
timesblogs.
ose‐provoca

ase,	“Let	the
rl.”	Availabl
ports.yahoo
hype‐begin‐

Kane,	“Sex	s
ailable	at:	h
womens‐spo

www.spo

t	is	portraye
nn,	howeve
s	also	facing

to	be	offens
c	tendency	t
eceive	less	c
more	signific
r	norms	and
l	magazines
m.		

d	by	the	ima
tion	of	sex	a
does	not	se
out	that	Vo
that	it	doesn
ately	male	re
erest	in	fem
ebrate	their	
ase	asks,	“W
ractive	too?”

Lindsey	Von
able	at:	
.latimes.com
ative‐skier‐o

e	Lindsey	Vo
e	at:	
.com/olymp
‐Vonn‐is‐Sp

ells	Sex,	not
http://www
orts	

ortsandmed
	

2	of	3	

ed	“in	action
er,	is	clearly	
g	the	camer

sive	argue	t
to	portray	fe
overage,	the
cant.	Portra
d	downplay
s,	but	they	o

age	either	d
and	women’
e	anything	p
onn	is	fully	c
n’t	matter	e
eadership,	s
ale	competi
bodies	with

Why	can’t	she
”		

nn’s	Sports	I

m/sports_bl
olympics‐w

onn	Hype	B

pics/blog/fo
ports‐Illus?u

t	Women’s	S
w.thenation.c

dia.org		

n,”	looking	f
posed.	She	
ra	and	is	not

that	it	is	just
emale	athle
e	instances	
ayals	that	se
y	female	ath
only	work	to

do	not	see	an
s	sports	to	b
provocative
clothed	“fro
even	if	it	is	a
so	it	may	be
itive	skiing.
hout	being	t
e	be	both	th

Illustrated	c

log/2010/0
winter‐sexua

egin:	Vonn	

ourth_place
urn=oly‐217

Sports.”	The
com/article

forward	dow
is	obviousl
t	wearing	he

t	another	of
etes	as	sex	o
where	they
exualize	fem
letic	ability
o	increase	in

ny	sexual	co
be	problem
e	in	the	Spor
m	head	to	t
a	“sexy”	pict
e	a	business
.	Additional
told	how	to	
he	best	skier

cover	shot	s

02/lindsey‐v
ally‐suggest

is	Sports	Ill

e_medal/po
7525	

e	Nation,	Au
e/162390/s

	

wn	the	hill,	
y	not	
er	helmet.

f	many	
objects.	
y	are	
male	athletes
.	Photos	like
nterest	in	

onnotations
matic.	Wendy
rt	Illustrated
toe.”	Then	
ture.	Sports	
s‐boosting	
ly,	female	
“behave.”	
r	in	the	

skis	into	

vonn‐sex‐
tive.html	

ustrated	

st/Let‐the‐

ugust	15‐22
sex‐sells‐

s	
e	

s,	
y	
d	

,	



	

	
	
	
Discu
	

1

2

3

4

Wendy	P
at:	http:/
women‐a

ussion	Que

. Did	Sport
picture	a
behind	ru
female	co
	

. What	rea
	

. Is	the	sel
of	sports	
ethical	is
part	of	a	
	

. How	wou
you	ran	S

arker,	“A	Tr
//www.wen
athletes/	

estions:	

ts	Illustrated
s	they	did?	
unning	the	p
ompetitive	s

asons	would

ection	of	co
journalists
sues	than	si
business	su

uld	you	have
Sports	Illustr

www.spo

ruly	Warped
ndyparker.o

d	do	someth
If	they	did,	w
photo	were
skiing,	woul

d	you	give	to

over	photos,
?	Or	are	the
imply	cover
uch	as	Sports

e	handled	th
rated?	Wha

ortsandmed
	

3	of	3	

d	Way	of	se
rg/2011/08

hing	ethicall
would	it	ma
?	If	this	cov
ld	that	mak

o	defend	the

,	such	as	the
ese	purely	b
ring	sports	o
ts	Illustrated

he	selection
t	values	wo

dia.org		

eing	Wome
8/a‐truly‐w

ly	wrong	in
atter	what	t
ver	actually	i
e	an	ethical

e	decision	to

e	Vonn	shot
business	dec
once	sports
d?	

n	of	the	Von
ould	guide	y

en	Athletes,”
warped‐way

n	running	th
their	actual	
increased	in
l	difference?

o	run	the	Vo

t,	an	importa
cisions?	Are
s	journalists

n	photo	for
your	decisio

	

”	Available	
y‐of‐seeing‐

he	Vonn	
intentions	
nterest	in	
?	

onn	photo?	

ant	activity	
e	there	more
s	become	

r	the	cover	if
ns?		

	

e	

f	


