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Lesson Title: Organizations Solving Problems
Subject Area: Social Studies 

Grade Level:  Secondary

Learning Objective(s):

· Students will be able to define the term: Non-profit organization
· Students will be able to identify the ways in which organizations affect change in their communities
· Students will write about and discuss the ways in which organizations/groups can work to solve community problems

· Students will be able to categorize organizations

Materials:

· Chart paper

· Markers

· Paper

· Pen/pencil

Warm-up:

Have students select a problem (it could be one that they have previously worked with or a new idea); Using the list of Area Advocacy Organizations, the students will decide which group would be interested in working on the problem.
Procedure:

1. The students will share with the whole group: 1. the problem they selected and 2. the group they selected. They will explain their rationale for choosing the group.
2. Assign the reading selection about organizations
3. After reading, assign students to small groups (4-5 students): ask students to talk about the characteristics of organizations and about which type of organization would be most willing to help their cause. 
4. Based upon the information they have gathered so far, ask students to create their own group
5. The plan should include the group’s mission and focus; an action plan for solving the problem they are presented with; communication approaches; and overall goals

6. Ask students to share which strategies/plans/goals. 

7. The teacher facilitates sharing and debrief
Assessment:
Students will create materials for their organization. They may include a newsletter, brochure or letter to the editor. Remind them to be mindful of their audiences.
Modifications:

Special Education and ELL modifications:

· Groups should be assigned purposefully to ensure that all students are able to engage with the reading material
· Reading partners strategy may be used
· The assessment component may be modified by either shortening the writing product or asking that students focus on only one aspect of community for initial writing

· If needed, students may also dictate responses to the teacher or classmate and/or use word processing equipment
· Learning will be supported through group discussion


