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Lesson Title: Local Government Solving Problems

Subject Area: Social Studies 

Grade Level:  Secondary

Learning Objective(s):

· Students will be able to identify the responsibilities of local government
· Students will be able to identify strategies/techniques navigating local government
· Students will write about and discuss the ways in which local government works to solve community problems

· Students will develop a plan for contacting and communicating with local governmental leaders
Materials:

· Chart paper

· Markers

· Paper

· Pen/pencil

Warm-up:

Choose a community problem and write it on the board. Using the list provided, ask the students to jot down the departments they think would address this problem.
Procedure:
1. Ask students to read about local governmental departments.
2. After reading, lead class in discussion about their initial responses. Did anyone change the response? Why/why not?
3. Elect a mock city council. Have “unelected” students split into teams. 
4. Have each team choose a problem they want to present to the “council.”
5. Have the teams research their problem and develop a plan for the presentation, presenting authentic evidence for their arguments (teacher may need to provide reference materials if time is limited)
6.  The council members should be researching areas of local government so that they will be prepared to respond (teacher may need to provide reference materials if time is limited)
7. A spokesperson for each team should present the problem and solution to the “council”

8. After groups present, facilitate a whole group discussion about the problems presented, focusing on which local governmental departments would provide the appropriate assistance for each group
Assessment:

Think of all the things you would like done differently in the city. If you spoke in front of the city council, what problem would you address? Draft your presentation 
Modifications:

Special Education and ELL modifications:

· Groups should be assigned purposefully to ensure that all students are able to engage with the reading material
· Reading partners strategy may be used 

· The assessment component may be modified by either shortening the writing product or asking that students focus on only one aspect of community for initial writing

· If needed, students may also dictate responses to the teacher or classmate and/or use word processing equipment
· Learning will be supported through group discussion

