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Lesson Title: Civic Responsibility and Research
Subject Area: Social Studies 

Grade Level:  Secondary
Learning Objective(s):

· Students will be able to identify civic responsibilities and discuss their relevance in their own communities

· Students will discuss the ways in which the do/do participate in civic life

· Students will write about and discuss the ways in which citizens can solve community problems
· Students will identify steps for researching a community issue

· Students will begin to brainstorm topics that they feel need to be addressed in their communities

Materials:

· Chart paper

· Markers

· Paper
· Pen/pencil

· Current events articles (from local, state or national publication)*

Warm-up:

Students will work in pairs to develop a definition of the term civic responsibility. (5-7 minutes) Each pair will share the definitions while the teacher records components of civic responsibility on chart paper or overhead
Procedure:

1. After recording student responses, ask students to read about strategies for tackling issues in the community 

2. Ask students to work in small groups to brainstorm problems/issues that they know are affecting their communities; record the ideas on chart paper (the current events articles may be used as a springboard for discussion)
3. Have students list the ways in which they stay informed about community issues.
4. Ask each group to reach consensus about an issue and strategy for finding out information about the issue; share with the whole group

5. Teacher facilitates discussion about the issues identified, strategies for researching them and then asks each group to develop an outline that describes the group’s research plan
Assessment:
After students have participated in discussion and brainstorming activities they will complete an individual writing activity. Students will describe the community issue/problem they have identified and will describe the initial steps they will take towards developing a viable solution. (The student work product could be an essay or a research strategy plan).
Modifications:
Special Education and ELL modifications:

· Groups should be assigned purposefully to ensure that all students are able to engage with the reading material
· Reading partners strategy may be used
· The assessment component may be modified by either shortening the writing product or asking that students focus on only one aspect of community for initial writing

· If needed, students may also dictate responses to the teacher or classmate and/or use word processing equipment
· Learning will be supported through group discussion


