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Lesson Title: What is Community?

Subject Area: Social Studies 

Grade Level:  Secondary
Learning Objective(s):

· Students will be able to identify the characteristics that define community

· Students will be able to describe the impact that community membership has on individuals’ lives

· Students will be able to describe how community and democracy relate to each other

· Students will formulate ideas about and discuss the reciprocal relationship between communities and individuals

Materials:

· Chart paper

· Markers

· Newspapers (both mainstream and alternative)

· Colored pencils

· Paper

· Pen/pencil
Warm-up: 
Quick write: What is Community? Students will write for 3-5 minutes and then share responses with partner. Teacher will ask for responses and record on chart paper.

Procedure:
1. After collecting responses from students’ quick writes, the teacher will describe the five characteristics of a community (size, focus, stability, structure and interaction). Distribute reading “Characteristics of Community”
2. Students will then be asked to add to initial responses and discuss additions with partner
3. Teacher will divide class into small groups of 4-6 students
4. Working in groups, students will identify the communities to which they belong and record responses on chart paper 

5. Student groups will be given newspaper publications which represent various communities within the city; using a different color for each characteristic of community, students will “code” the text in order to identify which characteristics are represented
6. Students will be asked to analyze the information in the newspaper provided in order to: discover what aspects of community are described in this resource; formulate a definition of this community based upon information found in the newspaper; determine what may be missing from this account of community
7. Each group will share their coding and noticings with the whole class

Assessment:

After students have participated in the activity and discussion, they will complete an individual writing activity. Students will describe the communities to which they belong. They will be asked to include their definition of community, their ideas about the most important aspects of community and their ideas for researching issues in their local communities.

Modifications:

Special Education and ELL modifications:

· Groups should be assigned purposefully to ensure that all students are able to engage with the reading material
· Reading partner strategy may be used 

· The assessment component may be modified by either shortening the writing product or asking that students focus on only one aspect of community for initial writing

· If needed, students may also dictate responses to the teacher or classmate and/or use word processing equipment
· Learning will be supported through group discussion

