Problems Impact Community
Most of us know that there are many problems in our society.  What many of us don’t understand is why and how these problems impact all of the members of a community and what makes them community problems.  

What does it mean to talk about the Impact on a Community?: 
Impact means the influence, result, or effect that a problem has on a community.  It could be economic or environmental.  It could affect relationships or traditions.  It could be a change to a few groups or an entire town. 


No One Is An Island:  This popular saying means that every person is related to every other person.  We cannot assume that what we do does not have an impact elsewhere in the community. 

With each thing you do, you effect those around you.  Like watching a rock thrown into a pond, if you follow one person’s actions you can see how they ripple into the community.  

Another way to look at a community is as a web.  The people of a community are all connected by many different threads in many different ways.  This means that in some way, we are each affected when there is a problem on another thread.  

One Issue Can Have Many Different Impacts. In fact, lots of times we don’t even think about the many effects that one decision or issue can have on so many people.  That’s often how problems get started.  
One example is the issue of land.  People buy land for lots of reasons.  They want to grow things, store things, live there, build there, or sell it.  They may want to preserve it or improve it. Each of these decisions impacts a large number of people in very different ways.  Let’s create an example.

A builder may want to buy a piece of land to build an expensive new housing development.  That same land may have an endangered species on it that environmental groups want to protect by stopping development.  Farmers around that land may not want a new housing development that could drive up their taxes and increase traffic on the roads.  A city may want the development so they can expand and increase their taxes.  The town may want the development to increase jobs. 

The purchase of this land has created an issue with lots of different impacts. So whose problem is it?  How can this issue be resolved?  Can everyone be happy? Can the impacts on some groups be minimized?

HOW DO INDIVIDUAL DECISIONS IMPACT THE COMMUNITY?

Here are some examples of problems you may have thought were private and ways they can be connected to the wider community.

Dropouts

If a student drops out, they think they are making a personal decision.  In reality, the education of each student is essential in keeping a community healthy. They add less to the community because of their lack of education, and they may also become a drain on the community’s resources by going on welfare, becoming homeless, or turning to crime.  

Drugs

Another decision people think is strictly personal is the decision to take drugs.  But if a person takes illegal drugs, they are costing the tax payers money that is spent on law enforcement.  They are supporting drug dealers who come into the community.  They may end up addicted to drugs, a problem costing families and tax payers thousands of dollars to solve.

Diet

Eating habits would seem to be one of the most personal things in our lives.  Why should the community care if you super-size it at McDonald’s or munch on some chips while you study?  The truth is that if your eating habits result in poor health it is a major problem not only for you and your family but for others around you.  Your employer, for example, will lose productivity because you are sick.  The cost of caring for you will increase the cost of health insurance for other workers who are not sick.  People who have less money to spend because of the increase in health care won’t spend as much.  That impacts businesses. 

HOW CAN ONE PROBLEM IMPACT MANY GROUPS IN DIFFERENT WAYS?  Communities are comprised of many diverse groups.  A problem like drugs will impact each group differently.  A neighborhood association might be worried about the increased crime rate that drugs bring into their area.  A chamber of commerce may worry about how a drug problem might affect the cities reputation as a good place to do business.  A parents’ group might worry about how to keep their kids away from drugs.  A church might want to help prevent addiction that could lead to homelessness.  Each group has different interests that alter the way they see the problem and how they might think about solving it.  

WHAT ARE COMPETING INTERESTS?

Conflicts and issues arise when the impact of a decision creates competing interests.  Historical Societies may want to save an historic building to preserve the past, while a chamber of commerce may support tearing the same building down to advance business interests.  A group of music lovers may want to create an amphitheater for performances, while a neighborhood association may want to oppose the amphitheater because it will create noise.  In this way, the different groups have created a problem because their interests differ.

