Civic Responsibility
A citizen is generally thought of as someone who is a resident of a nation, state, city, town, or village and who shares in many responsibilities (acting respectfully, participation, gaining knowledge, voting, obeying laws, etc) .  Being a citizen, however, consists of more than just rights and privileges.  Being a citizen also brings certain responsibilities.  To make community work, we must talk with one another and work with others to solve common problems
Acting as a good citizen is not always an easy task.  The betterment of our community requires the development of civic virtue, the willingness to put the common good ahead of individual self-interest.  Putting the good of a community ahead of our own interests is a challenge with which everyone struggles on a daily basis.  We often want to take the easy way out or do what pleases us rather than take on the difficulties of sustaining our community and working to make it a really great place to live.  


Being a good citizen largely means being civically responsible.  Civic responsibility includes: 

· considering the consequences of our actions before we act

· working together with other members of the community

· practicing self-discipline 

· obeying laws

· developing skills needed to participate

· staying informed about the issues affecting our community

· voting

· having a concern for the rights and welfare of others

Despite our best efforts, problems will arise.  Potholes need to be repaired, traffic problems solved, power outages fixed, shelter provided for the homeless, trash collected, and fire departments manned.  No community is perfect.  Citizens and local government frequently work together to solve these and many other challenges encountered in communal life. By being informed, thoughtful, and skilled citizens, we can manage issues and make our communities better places to live.  

 HOW DO CITIZENS RESEARCH COMMUNITY PROBLEMS 

When we encounter a problem and want to do something about it the first thing we need is information.  

Fortunately, there is a lot of information available to us on an almost limitless number of topics.  Unfortunately, sifting through all the available information to find just the bits and pieces we need would take forever!  Answering a few questions will help us reduce the quantity of information we have to examine, no matter what kind of research we are doing.  Consider these questions:

· What are we trying to do with the information?  Are we going to write a paper, draft a speech, or present it at an information booth?  Maybe you just want to be more educated about a problem.

· Should the information be current or historical in nature?

· What types of sources are available (newspapers, books, journal articles, web sites, electronic journals, news broadcasts, handbooks, etc.)?

· Do you need opinions or simply facts?

· How much time do you have to conduct your research?

