WORKSHEET 1:  Lines and Leads
Match the extracts from the news articles (A-I) with the headlines (1-12) under which the news appeared. 
You will have some extra headlines.

1. Girl's 5 Weeks of Hiccups Finally End

2. Candidates vie for black support on Selma anniversary

3. Rescue teams search for storm victims

4. Mired in Bad News

5. 4.2 Earthquake Hits San Francisco
6. Wildfire Destroys Smoky Mountain Cabins

7. Total Lunar Eclipse Expected Saturday
8. Clintons to make joint visit at civil rights commemoration

9. Bloodlines Worth Their Weight in Gold

10. Police: Puppies Are Dognapped in L.A.
11. Snowstorms Sock Upper Midwest; 6 Dead
12. Pet food scare tied to tainted poultry

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A______
Firefighters battled high wind Thursday as a wildfire jumped a fire break and ignited several unoccupied rental cabins and up to 500 acres on a mountain near the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, officials said.

"There have been no injuries. We have been very fortunate," Nathan Waters, a spokesman for the Tennessee Division of Forestry, said from the fire scene on Cove Mountain, about 35 miles south of Knoxville. 
About 40 firefighters and foresters from six counties fought flames pushed by winds of up to 50 mph and fueled by dead trees killed by beetles and ice storms. "It has just been a mess," Waters said. "The wind and the slope have been the two major factors." Waters estimated six of 10 unoccupied rental cabins at the top of the mountain burned. At least four families were evacuated from nearby homes.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
B_______
She sipped pickle juice, held her breath, breathed into a bag, even went to a neurologist, but for more than five weeks nothing would stop a 15-year-old girl's rapid hiccups - until they finally just stopped on their own. After trying countless remedies and attracting national media attention, Jennifer Mee said her hiccups suddenly stopped around 5 p.m. Wednesday. No one is certain why.

Jennifer had started hiccupping Jan. 23 close to 50 times a minute and said it only stopped when she was sleeping. She saw an infectious disease specialist, a neurologist, a chiropractor, a hypnotist and an acupuncturist. She tried a patented device that is designed to stop hiccups, plus all the old remedies. Her mother called the media two weeks ago to try to find more help for her daughter, who ended up on NBC's "Today" show.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
C_______
At least 2.5 million broiler chickens from an Indiana producer were fed pet food scraps contaminated with the chemical melamine and subsequently sold for human consumption, federal health officials reported Tuesday. Hundreds of other producers may have similarly sold an unknown number of contaminated poultry in recent months, they added, painting a picture of much broader consumption of contaminated feed and food than had previously been acknowledged in the widening pet food scandal. […] None of the farm animals is known to have become sick from the food, and very little of the contaminant is suspected of having accumulated in their tissues. Thus, no recall of any products that may still be in stores or in people's freezers is planned, officials said. Nonetheless, 100,000 chickens that ate the melamine-laced food have been quarantined and will be destroyed as a precautionary measure.
D_______
The moon will turn shades of amber and crimson Saturday night as it passes behind the Earth's shadow in the first total lunar eclipse in three years. The eclipse will be at least partly visible from Asia to the Americas, although those in Europe, Africa and the Middle East will have the best view.

Lunar eclipses occur when Earth passes between the sun and the moon, blocking the sun's light. The event is rare because the moon spends most of its time either above or below the plane of Earth's orbit. "It's not an event that has any scientific value, but it's something everybody can enjoy," said Robert Massey of the Royal Astronomical Society. Earth's shadow will begin moving across the moon at 3:18 p.m. EST Saturday, with the total eclipse occurring at 5:44 p.m. EST and lasting more than an hour. The next total lunar eclipse will occur Aug. 28

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
E________
In competition for a key Democratic voting bloc, Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton is enlisting the help of her husband, former President Clinton, at a weekend civil rights commemoration headlined by a formidable black rival, Sen. Barack Obama.

Clinton and Obama, the party's top 2008 presidential contenders, will be in Selma, Alabama, Sunday to observe the 42nd anniversary of a civil rights march that helped end racial segregation in the South. Obama is scheduled to deliver the day's keynote address at a Selma church that morning, with Sen. Clinton speaking at another church nearby.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
F_______
A pair of gunmen men posing as prospective buyers of four Yorkshire puppies forced their way into a home and stole the terriers worth $2,500 each, police said. They also fled with the family's grown terrier.

After seeing a newspaper ad, the men made an appointment to see the 8-week-old puppies on the night of Feb. 23 at Kelly Lee's home in Koreatown. When they showed up, she said, she asked them to remove their shoes before entering.

One suspect told her they would get slippers from his vehicle, Lee said. When he returned, one pointed a gun at her and three family members. As one man held a gun, the other chased after the puppies scampering around the room and underneath a coffee table, home surveillance video released by police showed. After stuffing the dogs one by one in a plastic garbage bag, the men fled in a silver car, police said. No one was injured.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
G________
Search parties were going door-to-door Friday in Americus, Georgia, after deadly storms destroyed the town's Red Cross headquarters and shut down a hospital. Storms spawning tornadoes killed 20 people in three states. The Federal Emergency Management Agency announced it was sending 14 teams to the hardest-hit areas. 

In Americus, a tornado slammed into the Sumter Regional Hospital, shutting it down as health workers were treating victims coming in from the storm, according to spokesman Buzz Weiss of the state Emergency Management Agency. The patients, none of whom was killed, were transferred to other hospitals, Weiss said. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

H________
Tony Blair may be enjoying a second political life in France, where the two victors in last Sunday’s election, Nicolas Sarkozy and Ségolène Royal, emulate his style and even some of the policies that once made Britain’s New Labor such an electoral success. But across the Channel, the British prime minister is entering the final days of a remarkable, and ultimately tragic, political career. […] The fallout from the war in Iraq continues to eat away at Blair’s political support. The war is hardly Blair’s only problem, but the toll it has taken will be glaringly obvious on May 3, when his Labor Party is expected to fare poorly in elections for local councils, the Welsh Assembly and the Scottish Parliament.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I________
The dream of Sheik Mohammed bin Rashid al-Maktoum to win the Kentucky Derby died this year in the same place it took flight: his desert kingdom, Dubai. His last 3-year-old prospect, a colt named Day Pass, struggled to finish ninth in the U.A.E. Derby. The sheik did not appear disappointed that his run for the roses ended at Nad Al Sheba racetrack on March 31 rather than at Churchill Downs on Saturday. […] Like no other horseman in the world, the sheik has learned that it is easier to build the world’s tallest building or create artificial islands — both endeavors are under way in Dubai — than it is to win a Kentucky Derby. In 1999, he sent Worldly Manner to the Derby, proclaiming that if the colt did not win the race, one of his horses would do so within four years. From 1999 to 2002, however, his stable went 0 for 5 in the Derby, with a top finish of sixth, by China Visit in 2000. 
Name: ________________________________

Date: ________________________________


Directions: The lead tells the reader what the story is about. It should be relevant, fit the mood of the story, and grab the readers’ attention. Below are examples of frequently used leads.

Summary leads give basic information up front and answer most (but not all) basic questions: who, what, when, where, why, how, and so what. 

Ex.: Five people were injured last night when a boiler exploded in the apartment complex on the Backwoods Road.

Descriptive leads portray a person, a place, or an event.

Ex.: The road to town is rutted and crumpled, the remnants of asphalt showing here and there like strips of tar paper. 

Narrative leads start their stories with enough dramatic action for readers to feel as if they are witnessing the event.
Ex.: Officer Johnston felt the barrel of the gun pressed against his head. “I’m gonna kill you,” a voice from behind said.

Contrasts set up stories about conflicts or unusual circumstances. 

Ex.: The Rio Grande once flowed through here, a wide and robust river surging between steep banks as it followed a southward course hugging the states’ curvy profile. No more. Four-plus years of drought in west Texas and the neighboring Mexican state of Chihuahua have turned the storied river into a trickle meandering through mud and gravel fields adorned here and there with discarded tires. 

Anecdotal leads start with a story about a person or an event.
Ex.: It was 1965 and the Dallas cowboys were making good use out of an end-around play to Frank Clarke, averaging 17 yards every time a young coach named Tom Landry pulled it out of his expanding bag of tricks.

Mystery or surprise leads promise the reader a surprise or a treat for reading on. 

Ex.: Alan Doe has been collecting butterflies for more than half of his life. He is now 10. 

Quote leads build around the quotes that come either as the first or second sentence: 

Ex.: “People usually have two completely different opinions of what my life must have been like growing up,” said the actress Joely Fisher, 28, a child of the short, unhappy union between Connie Stevens, 1950s TV personality, and Eddie Fisher, the singer and former matinee idol. 

Question leads get readers involved.
Ex.: What is the price for a piece of history? Bob Zafian of Newton, NJ, a dealer in sports memorabilia, and Gary Zimet, a New York-based dealer in historical autographs and letters, are about to find out. They are the agents for the album that legendary musician John Lennon signed for his assassin, Mark David Chapman, before he was fatally short in December 1980.
(Adapted from www.handouts.com and Writing & Reports News  by Carole Rich)
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